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Professor Baidyanath Jha : A Genuine Scholar

Ashok Kumar Jha
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I have the privilege of interacting with Prof Baidyanath Jha at regular intervals.
He has the magnanimity, grandeur, sincerity, earnestness and humility of a man of
character, and with the courage of his convictions he expresses his views freely
and fearlessly. He 1s affable, has bramns, drive and initiative, always gets his pri-
orities right and is ever more than willing to serve his own community and the
populace at large. To his students he has been a guide, philosopher and friend. No
wonder he has a good many students, friends and admurers.

He 1s going into retirement after having reached the pinnacle of a singularly dis-
tinguished and remarkably successful teaching career. His contribution to the cause
of Navya Nyay Darshan has been ceaseless and phenomenal. In fact, he has con-
secrated himself to the cause. The fact that the Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, Jaipur
boasts one of the centres of excellence in the field of Navya Nyay Darshan today
speaks volumes about his many excellences. In all modesty, it is he who has put
Jaipur on the map of Navya Nyay Darshan by his vast learning and Herculean ef-
fort. What 1s more, he has been fighting his own battles. His relentless crusade for
scholarship has become all the more important in the present academic world of
takes and phoneys.

One very striking thing about him 1s that he, unlike the vast majority of pseudo-
scholars, has never been after marketing his scholarship. He is a genuine scholar
committed solely to learning,

His achievements are worth honouring. He has authored nine books, supervised
half a dozen PhD theses, edited the annual magazine of the Sansthan, sat on vari-
ous syllabus committees and participated in a number of local, national and inter-
national seminars and conferences. He tells me he 1s at present busy writing a book,
I think his magnum opus, everybody will be proud of.

I wish Prof Baidyanath Jha a long retirement of fulfilment and happiness.
President, Rajasthan Maithil Parishad

TRTEY R 75



Vignette : Prof. Baidynath Jha

Kanta Galani
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"When you are living the best version of yourself you inspire others to live
the best version of themselves.'

The opportunity to write about this eminent personality did not directly come
to my mind I was even very much unaware about this. Our nstitution Rashtriya
Sanskrit Sansthan Deemed University ‘Jyotish Dept. generally i1ssues Journal and
this month this issue i1s on Baidyanath Jha.

One day my friend and I were having Tea at our Campus' Tea stall. Sud-
denly we started over Prof Baidyanath Jha sir. I was encouraged to write some-
thing on him that and it can be a sort of Memoir.

It has been three years working in this campus but I met Jha sir only two or
three times I first saw and met him in our Former Principal'cell when he was dis-
cussing something with him and we all Modern Dept. went there for a meeting,
He was so calmly sitting without any mark of fear and very direct in his talk. He
loves Chewing Paan. He 1s properly from Varanasi and Varanasi people and cul-
ture 1s famous for Paan and their way of carrying Doti-Kurta and the way they
talk. Varanasi which was known as Banaras city in Uttar Pradesh, is a city on the
banks of river Ganga,is the holiest of seven sacred cities in Hinduism and Jainism.
The main languages of Varanasi are the Awadhi and Bhojpuri dialects of Hindi-
Urdu. It 1s root land of famous writers like Kabir, Ravidas and Tulsidas.

He studied mn such a land. He was in Vyakaran Dept.of Kashi College on
the post of Assistant Professor till April 6th, 1983. He joined Jammu campus on
April 7th, 1983. Jammu to him is like mmi India where fusion of culture and people
found. He 1s never envious with anybody. He jomned Jaipur campus in 2012. Though
he 1s deeply rooted in traditional city still he is very modern man doesn't believe
in Ganga wash or Snaan as most of the Indians do believe. He 1s very much fol-
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lower of Vivekanandaji and Ramakrishna. He was born on the land of Bihar in
Madhubani one of the 38 districts of Bihar state, India, was the capital of ancient
mithila Kingdom.

He 1s master of not only NAVYANYAYA even NAVYAVYAKARAN also.
He wrote commentary on PRODHMANORAM, VYUTPATTIVADAH, and
SHABDATATTVASAMIKSHA. He has done translations of many works includ-
ng- MEGHDUTAM, KARANBHARAM, URUBANGAN, AND
RAGHUVANSHA.

He 1s friar who has got not much with worldly people and life. He 1s not on
social sites like Facebook and Gmail. He never broadcasts his works or himself. I
would not have to know about him if I had not had an application incident with
him.

On that day he was in charge of principal and I had to send my application
to central office, Delhi. T was much worried about doing this. As I entered his room
he calms me down and relaxed me. He made me understand how I should manage
both the places whether its job or home. He said sometimes it 1s okay but many a
times both are obligatory and you should know how to manage both and this les-
son of him was worth understanding. T had forty-sixty minutes talk with him. T
was keen to listen to him more but my application process had to be done. This
was one of unforgettable meeting I had with him.

His signature line which I liked the most is "SamjekiNahin" and
"ThikhaikiNahin”. He 1s very sweet by heart always ready to help anyone and ev-
eryone. | have seen people who are elder and senior in position they show off and
all the time need so much respect and honour and they can't bear if you talk nor-
mally with them. But he is different. He 1s very down to earth, outspoken and many
a times I feel very much alike him but I can't compare myself with him because
I'm null before him.

You were and are always a lignt in the darkness to inspire and to enlighten
others.

He sits nsulated in his room all the time. He 1s so much mto himself and
focused only to write, read and teach. I never saw him 1dle. He 1s proficient in all
the subjects and all department students come to him for their queries. He loves
teaching them anytime and all the time.
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He never let us feel as we are junior or below him. He always guides us.
He and his thoughts are not restricted to region, language and country. Many I have
seen in my recent experience are very limited to their region, caste, and language
and they see and talk people accordingly. But I have never seen him limited to
area, caste and people. He 1s open and equal minded to all.

This Conventional Modern Man 1s free from all religion, region and lan-
guage restrictions. We always love him.

"Your life is a message to the world that will mspires everyone always."

Vit
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